
 

The church massacre of June 2015 in Charleston, South Carolina, in which a white 

supremacist killed nine African-Americans, set off a heated debate about the significance of 

Confederate symbols and monuments. Ever since, communities all over the United State have 

been removing these symbols, but stark disagreement about the issue remains. The movement 

became even more prominent after the August 2017 “Unite the Right” Rally in Charlottesville, 

Virginia, in which white supremacists opposed to the removal of a statue of Robert E Lee and a 

counter-protester was killed. Confederate monuments should be removed from public spaces 

because they are offensive to some people, are costly to maintain, and at times honor people who 

do not deserve that privilege. 

When making this decision, one must consider how Confederate monuments are viewed 

by the people of the community that they are located in. Some may feel offended or 

uncomfortable because of what the memorials represent. “Most were erected in the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries, when the Southern states were eagerly dismantling the rights and liberties 

that African-Americans had enjoyed just after the Civil War, during Reconstruction” (Staples). 

For some African-Americans, the existence of such memorials is an unpleasant reminder of the 

time period. On top of that, if the monuments are in their community, they have to encounter 

them every single day. Communities should be motivated to make their citizens feel as safe and 

happy as possible, so Confederate memorials should not be in places where they distress the 

public.  

Furthermore, monuments are not simply installed and left to stand. Among other things, a 

monument has to be cleaned, protected from damage, and repaired by people who need to be 
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hired and paid. Money is required for maintenance, and it comes from taxes. Why should people 

who do not like or care about the monument have to pay to maintain it? “As an American of 

African descent, my taxes have gone to pay for upkeep of symbolism of a war that was started 

because of the people who were brought here from Africa, and the war was lost yet we still 

honor those people” (Houston). If people have to sacrifice a part of their paycheck for a 

monument, they might as well have positive sentiments toward it. Otherwise, it is a waste of 

citizens’ money. 

In addition, certain people who are memorialized do not deserve to be. In the 

Merriam-Webster Dictionary, a hero is defined as “a person admired for achievements and noble 

qualities”, “an object of extreme admiration and devotion” and an “idol”. Someone should not be 

admired or seen as noble for killing and enslaving thousands of people, or even upholding that 

principle, because they wanted to establish their superiority and couldn’t see the humanity in 

everyone. Honoring these types of people will not set a good example for society. Instead, it 

prioritizes violence and military strength over other qualities, for instance when a successful 

general is memorialized despite the fact that his motivation for waging war was hateful racism. 

Some do not want Confederate monuments to be removed because they are a part of 

history and to eradicate them would be to sweep shameful facts under the rug. However, the 

memorials do not have to be hidden away from history. As an alternative, they can be relocated 

to museums to be studied and viewed in historical context. This way people can choose to see the 

memorials when they want to, instead of having to regularly see them in their community. A 

museum can provide explanations of the historical significance of the memorial, while a plaque 
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authored by the Confederacy is left up for interpretation. Moreover, museums get revenue from 

admission and donations, so taxpayers will not be as burdened. 

The debate over Confederate memorials has raised havoc in the United States, and the 

decisions being made are a reflection of the ideals that the country stands for. Memorials 

idolizing Confederate individuals or ideology should be removed from public spaces because 

they are offensive to some people, especially African-Americans who have been targeted by 

white supremacist groups during the entire existence of the United States. The memorials are 

also costly to maintain, as they require workers, tools, and supplies for cleaning, repair, and 

preservation. Besides, many of the people depicted by Confederate monuments were 

memorialized because their military skill was prioritized over their treatment and attitudes 

toward human beings, and this doesn’t set a bright example for society. Without question the 

Civil War and Confederate memorials are a significant part of United States history, but the 

memorials are better off behind glass in museums than standing guard at our parks and plazas. 
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